Duncan Abey

Opposition  Leader Dean
Winter has called on the state
government to develop a clear
plan to prioritise Tasmanian
contractors in the construc-
tion of a new stadium at Mac-
quarie Point, as critics lined up
to slam Labor over the timing
of its surprise policy backflip.

Speaking at the Bridgewater
Bridge redevelopment at
Granton on Tuesday, a day
after announcing Labor had
dumped the anti-stadium
stance it had taken to recent
the House of Assembly and
Legislative Council elections,
Mr Winter said a local content
plan was essential to ensure
the state’s workforce received
the maximum possible benefit
from the project.

“The last thing Tasmania
needs is a repeat of the Royal
Hobart Hospital redevelop-
ment with countless contrac-
tors coming from outside the
state and leaving just as quick-
ly,” Mr Winter said.

“Good Tasmanian jobs can
be generated through a robust
procurement process that
maximises opportunities for
Tassie businesses who have a
track record of offering safe,
secure and well-paid jobs.

“I've said we'll continue to
hold Jeremy Rockliff to ac-

count for delivering this stadi-
um and a local content plan is
akey part of that.”

Under an agreement signed

between Premier Rockliff and

the AFL, Tasmania's entry
into the national competition
remains contingent on a new,

23,000-seat roofed stadium
being built at Hobart’'s Mac-
quarie Point.

As a group behind the alter-

native "Mac 207 stadium pro-
posal prepares to make an an-
nouncement on funding over
coming days few days, inde-
pendent member of parlia-
ment Meg Webb called on the
Labor Party to disclose wheth-
er its pro-stadium stance had
been agreed before the week-
end’s elections in the Legislat-
ive Council seats of Prosser,
Elwick, and Hobart.

Ms Webb said that right up
until Saturday, ALP candi-
dates had been advising
voters that the stadium
was “not a priority” for the
party and required further
commumnity consul-
tation.

“In the interests
of transparency
Dean Winter must
disclose when
Tasmanian Labor
caucus and Par-
liamentary Labor &
Party met to dis-
cuss and finalise
this change of
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position, whether he received
majority support to adopt the
backflip position, and ako
when Labor informed the AFL
of their change of position
was it before or after the 4th
May upper house elections,”
Ms Webb said.

“Public trust in our govern-
ance system was
already teeter-
ing on a
knife-edge
and, re-
gardless of
whether
you are

Chris Kidd

for or against the stadium, this
is a serious failure of political
integrity from Labor and det-
rimental to the health of our
democracy. Tasmanian voters
deserve honesty.”

Greens infrastructure
spokesman Vica Bayley said
Labor had erred by backing a
project that was “unlikey to
happen”, and questioned how
many party members Mr Win-
ter had consulted before reach-
ing his new stadium position.

Mr Bayley said that when
coupled with Labor’s policy re-
versals on poker machine lim-
its and donations reform, the
party’s stadium about-face re-
inforced existing community
confusion over its political
identity.

*I think the results
in a range of

- upper house

elections would
have been very
different i the

Labor Party’s pos-
ition was clear,” he said.



