S75m for

ex-Ashley

detainees

Settlement compo for abuse, trauma

David Killick

The sate govemment has
agreed to pay 375m to settle a
class action beought by toemer
detainees at the Ashley Youth
Detention Centre

Lawyers acting lor the state
of Tasmania on Friday offered
the settiement to 129 claimants
who suffered abuse at the no-
torious centre between 1960
and 2023

The deal was reached after
two weeks of mediation talks in
Hobart.

Law firm Angela Sdrnis
Legal represented the loemer
detainees.

Lawyer Angela Sdrinis wel
comex] the settlement offer as
"very fair”,

The agreement still needs to
be approved by a Supreme
Court judge.

“If we hadnt resolved this
today then the cast, the delay,
the trauma to our dients, this
weeping issue that Ashley has
become to this state would
have just kepl on goang,” Ms
Sdrings said

She praised the government
and its begal team foe taking a
co-operative  approach to
reaching the settiement

“Iam pleased that the matter
has resolved in ponaple and
that we have been able 1o give
our clients a vosoe

“The government lawyers
were provided with details of
the allegations and impacts on
each member of the dass and |

i

am satisfied that they
heard

“Thelieve that cur clients will
be happy with the outcome.
ASL s pleased to have been
able to reach this resalution on
their bebalf.

‘We wish to acknowledge
that the government was pro
active in progressing the settbe-
ment and co-operated with
ASL to bring the matter to a
prompl resofution in s trauma-
informed way.

“The class action was filed in
the Supreme Court in August
2022 and it has taken less than
two vears to resodve,

‘Financal counselling will
also be made available to all
group members who will be en-
couraged to get advice.”

The class action was Jodged
with the Supreme Court in Au-
gust 2022 on behalf of four lead
claimants klentified only as JC,
RL QA and CA.

They alleged that they suf-
fered injuries as a result of sys

were

temic  negligence  in the
management of Ashley be-

tween 1961 and  December
2019.

The state of Tasmania was
accused of failing to take

reasanabde care in the selection

and supervision of stafl includ
g some with links to outlaw
motorevele gangs and others
who continued in employment
despite being the subject of re-
peated complaints

Specific allegations included
the use of degrading strip-
search procedures, forably ap-
plicd scabies treatments that
caused] burns to detainees” bod-
s Including their genitalea,
failure to provide appropriate
mexlical treatment and the use
of 1solatton and beatings as
punsshment

The ongoing physical, sexual
and  psychologscal abuse ol
young people at the Deloraine
facility was a major theme of
the Commassion of Inquiry.

The centre has repeatedly
drawn the attention of interna
tional human rights bodies in
cluding the United Nations
Committee against Torture

Ms Sdrnis said it would take
some time to distribute the
setthement funds, which are ex-
pected ta be resolved and paid
within 12 months

Independent Member for
Nelson Meg Webh said the
shacking allegation of a recent
mcudent of sersous abuse at the
centre raised senous duty of
GIre Concerns

“The Prember and his minis-
ter are both now clearly on no-
tice,” she sad,

The date government de-
clined to comment on the
settiement on Friday
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