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Another four public servants suspended

Sean Ford

AT LEAST four more Tasmankan public serv-
ants have been susponded over chilld sexval
nbuse albegations stnce mild-August.

They were suspended between August 17
und Ocsober 30, It wok the total of public
wervonty suspended over such alk
since October 2020 10 ™.

That averaged roaghly one por formighe,

The suspensions were 1o allow investign
tons lnw whothoer they beeached the State
Service Code of Conduct, which would often
lead to dismissal,

Of the 94, 55 were from the North and 3%
from the South. The alleged misconduct of 53
of the people wus in 2011 or latee.

The state  government  figures  did
not sy where the suspended workers
were employod.

A significant mumber would have been
employed at the notorfous Ashley Youth De-

tention centre.

Nebon independent MLC Meg Webb in
August said the state government had con-
Hroed 17 Ashdey staff had been suspended
between November 2020 and June 20 this
year because of child sexual abuse allega-
tona, and two resigned bedone investigations
were conspheted.

A1 loast five Ashley caff who were found
oot 10 have breached the State Service Code
of Conduct were then stood down ugain be
cause of further allegtions,

Of the %4 suspended state servanis:
¥ six were terminated aftor broaches woce

determined;

§ four more would have been terminated for
broaches but they had airoady resigned or
thair contracts had ended;

Itis unacceptable that
we have public servants
suspended under a cloud
while investigations drag
out to four years.

Nebson Independent MLC Meg Webb

and the Tuwmanian Stste Service Review, o
Sharedd Capability and Centralised Investign-
tlons Unit has been established.” they sakd.

"Hespected  barvister  Kegna Woelss has
been appointed to provide advice 1o the head
of the service on the new unit,”

They said Ms Weiss would help i the
Investigation of commission of inguiry al
legatioas of child sexual abuse and related
conduct rolating w corment or former Ashley
Youth Detention Cenwe vmplayoes.

30 with investigations undes way; and COVERING UP?
1 nine resigned or theie o M A, app o be golog
hedore i WA COMmph 1o unusual lengths 1o protect the names of

Premier Jeresny RochSiff in August said all
-Mmmnumndd:hikhumlm
had been ded and spp aun
l!uuiﬁnmbrmrd.lnduﬁmpollc:

The state government's October 30 disclo
sure report ilso revealed one public servant
subject to child sexual abuse claims had
been sood down on full pay for mose than
Sour yoars pending the completion of investi
gations into whether they heeached the code
of comtuct, Thirtyfour public servants wetre
suspended on full pay for that reason as of
Ocwber 30. Six of them had been suspended
Soe more than 1000 days

"UNACCEPTABLE'

Ms Webb was pot impressed.

It s unacceptable that we have public
servants suspended under o clowd while
vestigations drag out 10 four years and be-
yond,” Ms Webb said

“That is not fxir for the staff member o the
complainant, and does not provide confi-
dence to the Tasmanian comamunity,

‘iuch delays in respiving investigations

1 one had & breach ined. ivod 8 g 10 sespended pubbic servants invite
{ and d 1o on whethes th g Is gaw
work; imlhlnnﬂldﬂn Inc\umdlmmnm

1 five resigned without breaches baing
dutarmined;

1 34 had no beeach detarmined by
proliminaty assessment and retumed 10
work;

dod as of Ociob

A spokespersan for the Depantment of
Presier e Cabloet said the government
wias consmitted 10 ensuring the matters pro-
pressed as quickly as possibie, “noting the
\unplc: nature of the vestigathoos”.

¥ 35 wers currantly

w0 the ¢ of inquiry

WV

public servants who resigned or were fired in
the wake of the Commission of Inquiry into
the T lan G « R o

usuial, on October 231

One of them was former Ashley manager
Patrick Ryan, an ex-palice officer who came
In for criticism steavming from the commis-
shon of lowguiey.

His st recent stite governemenst job wis
managing the Sitverdame for Stase Growth,

1t is not suggested Mr Ryan or the other
former State Growth workess were suspected
of child simausl abuse,

'ADMIN ERROR'

Asked why Mr Ttyan left the state service
und It was not gaeetied, o deparuncental
spokesperson sald Mr Ryan was no longer &
sate government employee and it was not
nppmptiun w mnm “on spedfic em-

lating 10 individ sals”.
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Some of those woud have been subject 1o
allegations of child sexual abuse and somne
others would have potentially failed 10 ade-
quately protect childnn in state institutions.

The normal proctice when public servants
lesve, are appointed or are transferred be-

" *The Department d State Growth has
identified that due 10 an admindstrat ve ermor,
u number (22) of State Growth separations
over several monshs had not been lissed an
the jobs website or Gueetie,” they said.

“This has now been rectified.”

In Ni ber last year, Tasm Greens
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tween agencies bs for he Tastvanian Gow

Leader Rosalie Woodsuff in paris ashed

ment Gaxette 1o list thelr agency, role, name

and the date the change ook effect.
Unusually, that doss not appear to have

happened with many of the people believed

Mr Rockdiff if Mr Rvmwmuilm\wmdby
the stase

Dr Woodruff said the commissica of in-
udry & § sy » of devply

PR S R—y

0 have heen fired, quit ar d an” fnl.
lowing allegations of child sexus] abuse or
potentially failing to protect children.

Ms Webh said: “There are valid questions
for the government 1o answer about whether
the standard disclosere process of gaxetting
stalf is being applied consist
ently or whether exceptioos are betng made
md.llmwhy"

T
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peohl v Mir Ityan

“Mr Ryan did not act appropriately in rela-
ton to harmbul sexusl belsaviours and phys-
Tcal assaudts at the centre,” Dr Woodnff said
o Mr Rocklift.

"He falled 1o repon mattess o police or
child safety services. His fallure to act on
stafl coocerns -lhu-lh- led 10 chlhlmx u
Ashley being exposed to an unacceg
risk of harm. Can youo confierm if Mr Ryan is

ullnq\lh’ymmlbtL of ing
nndmpnnln;uldlluldlnnqumy
which makes it of even greater importance
that we are rignaous 3 consistent disclasure
of staffl movements.”

It took questions fmm this paper he-
fore 22 people who hid beft the State Growth
Dopartment o July, August and September
were “gazetted” much late than would be

still employed by the state of Tasmania and
explain what has been dooe to mvestigate his
conduct atc Ashley Youth Detention Centre ?*

Mr Rockliff sald be would not spek of In-
dividual cases “at this particular tiene”.

Later in the exchange, he suld; *1 scknowd-
edge the content of your question and | con-
cur with you, *

“We are golng through due process.”



