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THE VOICE OF TASMANIA

Second marathon sitting ahead of stadium green light

The order allowing the construction of the proposed Macquarie Point stadium continued its slow progress towards Inevitable approval
late into Thursday night. The Legisiative Council continued its consideration of the governor's 157-page order to bulld the stadium well
into the evening after a marathon Wednesday sitting that ended at 2.45am. A handful of independents and Greens MLC Cassy
O'Caonnor continued a rearguard action scrutinising the clauses of the order one at a time in a chamber largely deserted by govermment
and Labor MLCs. But it was clear from earlier debate the order would pass by nine votes to five. DAVID KILLICK REPORTS, PAGES 4-5
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The order allowing the con-
struction of the proposed Mac-
(uane Point Aadium
continued its slow progress 1o-
wands inevitable appeoval lae
into Thursday night

The Legislative Counail con-
tinued its consideration of the
govemnor's 157-page order to
build the stadium well into the
evening, after a marathon
Wednesday sitting that ended
at 245am.

A handful of independents
and Greens MLC Cassy
OConnoe continued & rear-
puard action scrutinising the
cluses of the order one @1 a
time, in 2 chamber larpely de-
serted by government and
Labor M1Cs

But it was dear from earfier
debate thut the order would
pass by a margin expected to be
nine votes 1o five

Premier Jeremy Rockliff was
upheat shout developments on
Thursday morning.

“What we're doingt is letting
the legslative Council have
their say,” he said

“There was a long debate
yesteeday in the early hours of
the moming and can | com-
mend all that spoke on that
legislation . those that spoke
for and those that spoke
against.

“I didn agree with every
thing that was said, but that's
democracy

“I'm still a lutle nervous. |
was nervous the other day |
am still feeling that way and I'll

Late sitting

as

be immensely relieved shoukd
the order pass, but 11 wait for
that particular time.”

labor leader Josh Willie,
whose party is backing the gov-
emment on the stadium, said
the debate had been long, but
the state deserved a team

“I think it's been handled
poordy by the Premier, und
that’s why you have legslative
councillors trying to put condi-
tions on the government iand
make the project better,” he
said. “1 think what you found
through this , her
it's in the lower house or in the
upper house, members are
doing what they can to hold
ths government sccountable

*We referred the project to
the Public Accounts Commit
10e. Just because we've got i

government  tha
hasa poor track ee-

cord in delivering

major  projects,

doesn't mean that

Tasmania should

stop building
major progects and
not realise oppor
tunsties.

“With this  peoject
comes the AFL teams that
‘Tasmania has fought for for
generations, and it's going to be
a great day when they run out
onthe field.”

The Legislative Council oc-
cupied iself with reviewing the
detail of the order on Thurs
day

After  independent  Dean
Harriss concluded has contri
bution by companng the Tas-

mania

Devils 10 the mooawalk,
Labor's Luke Edmunds added
his support.

“I'm here today and F'm lin
ing up with progress and with
the future I'm lining up with
those who support jobs and the
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plan clears final hurdle |

NIGHT PUSH
A FIELD
OF DREAMS

economy,” he said. “I'm fin-
ing up with our young people
and I'm lining up with the Dev-
[ %

Minister for Infrastructure
Kerry Vincent stuck 1o the gov
ernment seript.

“This project will transform
an industrial wasteland into an

entertainment q_n\'inn for the
benefit of all Tasmanians 10
enjoy Spom,  entertainment,
cultural events and conferen
ces," he said

“Importantly, this project
delivers what gencrations of
Tasmanians, current and past,
have dreamed of - the Tasma-
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nian AFL team, the Tasmania
Devils™

Liberals Jo Palmer and Nick
Duigan and Labor's Sarah
Lovedl also spoke in favour of
the stadium

In her marathon three-and-
a-half hour address, indepen-
dent MLC for Nebon Meg
Watib spoke at lnpth aboat
the government's *unaccept.
able” rejection of the Tasmani-
an  Planmng  Commession
report on the Macquarie Point
Stadium - even likening Prem-
ier Jeremy Rocklff w US
President Donald Trumg,

“The progect has been cat-

egorically shown to be deeri-
mental 1o our stae’s inances.

‘U we damage our already
dire state finances further, we
damage our ability o provide
basic services to the Tasmani-
an community, and we are
hurting Tasmanian young peo-

We're picking  winnens

ere, anal the winner s AFLL

foothall, but everyone ese is
going 1o suffer asa resulL”

My Place spokesman Ro
land Browne condemned the
deals the povernment had
done 1o get the stadium across
the line. *These deals are
laughable. They refy on this

government  honouring  its
word, o most unlikely out-
come,” he said

“Maost importantly, there's
o accountability and no
consequence if the povern-
ments falls short on the com-
mitments. @ has  actually
offered

“Premier Rockliffs Christ
mas present 10 Tasmania are
AFL/AFLW teams a1 a cost of
around $25bn, and the dex
ecration of the Hoban Ceno-

and destruction of the

heritage of Sullivans Cove ltis
a recipe for ongoing division”
david killick Gnews_com au



