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Question on Notice
Member for Nelson, Hon. Meg Webb MLC

On Tuesday the 17th of March I took a Question on Notice from the Honourable Member for Nelson who was seeking information on timeframes for national governance reforms occurring to higher education. I have the following information to provide: 
ANSWER
· The University accord is complex and is being implemented through a number of separate workstreams that cross portfolio boundaries at both a national and jurisdictional level. 
· The most relevant stream to the University of Tasmania Act is the development of the University Governance Principles.
· In late 2025, Education Ministers also considered the recommendations of the Senate Inquiry into governance at Australian higher education providers and agreed the importance of strengthening transparency, accountability and diversity in university governance. Education Ministers noted the Australian Government, with the Commonwealth Remuneration Tribunal, will establish a framework of remuneration classification ranges for Vice-Chancellor remuneration which I understand is expected to be available before the end of this year for Education Ministers consideration.
· The University Governance Principles Implementation Plan is currently being prepared by the Australian Government in collaboration with States and Territories.
· The Australian Government is taking a staged approach to the Implementation Plan with the legislative establishment of the Australian Tertiary Education Commission (ATEC) being subject to parliamentary processes and discussions around its structure and independence currently underway. 
· On 27 February 2026 the Higher Education Standards Panel (HESP) released a consultation paper on amendments to the Threshold Standards in response to a request from the Honourable Jason Clare. This includes proposed changes to the Principles and Transparency requirements. This process will advance across 2026 and I anticipate that this will include consideration by Education Ministers later this year. 
· Given the work occurring across 2026 at a national level and not wanting to duplicate or pre-empt these reforms, a Tasmanian review of the University Act is not on the Tasmanian Government’s agenda this year. 

· The government also already has a full legislative agenda across education, and children and youth portfolios in 2026. My focus this year is on progressing the delivery of Commission of Inquiry legislative recommendations – that is my priority.


Hon. Jo Palmer, MLC
Minister for Education
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